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MR. CASTORINA: This is Ron Castorina 
conducting an interview with Vincent 
Buonocore, firefighter two, assigned to 
Engine 278. The time now is 1325 hours. 
Conducting the interview with me is -- 

MR. MCCOURT: Tom McCourt. 

MR. CASTORINA: And your name, sir? 

FIREFIGHTER BUONOCORE: Firefighter 
Vincent Buonocore, grade two. I had the 
nozzle that day, assigned to 278. 

MR. CASTORINA: The day of September 
11th? 

FIREFIGHTER BUONOCORE: Yes. 

Q. Can you tell me what your assignment 
was for that day and whatever you can remember? 

A. Yeah. I was assigned the nozzle that 
day. I remember walking into the kitchen and 
seeing one of the twin towers, smoke bellowing 
out of the upper floors. They said there was an 
airplane crash. I said to myself, it was such a 
beautiful day, I said, how the hell could someone 
not see that and avoid the twin towers. 

A few minutes later I was watching the 


TV, and I saw the airplane coming from the right 
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side of the television screen, and one second 
later I saw the big explosion. All the guys were 
in the kitchen, and everybody was going, "Oh." 
Everybody was screaming. 

There were two guys outside, 
Firefighter Jackson and Firefighter Zechewytz. 
They were outside looking at the sky. 

Firefighter Jackson said, "Wow, look at this 
airplane. It's flying so low." Maybe a minute 
after that they heard us screaming in the 
kitchen. They ran back, and sure enough, that 
was probably the plane that crashed into the twin 
towers. 

Once that second plane hit, pretty much 
I knew we were going. I remember calling my 
wife, just letting her know that I was going to 
the twin towers, because I knew at that point it 
was terrorism. I didn't know the outcome of the 
day for anybody, so I just wanted to call my wife 
anyway just to let her know. 

We responded. I remember going down 
Fourth Avenue, heading towards the Brooklyn 
Battery Tunnel, and I remember seeing papers 


flying in the air. Pretty much we went onto 
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Third Avenue. We were lining up on the Brooklyn 
side of the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel, waiting for 
orders from I guess the dispatcher or whatever. 

We were hanging out there for about 15 
minutes. I was talking to Firefighter Zechewytz. 
The next thing you know, I saw what I imagine the 
south tower coming down. Right then and there I 
pretty much knew it was going to be devastating 
to the department and to a lot of people. 

At that point pretty much we started 
gathering up -- we lined up then. We took the 
rig from there, and we were going over the 
Brooklyn Bridge. We stopped on the bridge for 
about five or ten minutes, and we were watching 
all the people coming off from the Manhattan 
side, thousands of people, walking calmly. 

Pretty much a few minutes after that we went into 
Manhattan. 

I was pretty happy we didn't go through 
the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel because the only 
thing that was running through my mind is they're 
going to hit the tunnel. I didn't want to get 
caught in there. I was just happy we took the 


bridge, not knowing that, who knows, if another 
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airplane was going to be coming crashing into the 
bridge or what. 

We ended up going into Manhattan. It 
was just ash all over the place. I don't 
remember which street exactly we were on. Pretty 
much we parked our rig, and we went to the 
command center. We stood there for a little 


while waiting for orders. 


Q. Where were you when the second building 
collapsed? 

A. We were, I believe, on -- 

Q. You were in Manhattan at that time? 

A. Yeah, we were in Manhattan. Again, we 


were by the command center, waiting for 


instructions. 
Q. So you were in the staging area? 
A. We were in the staging area. Then I 


remember just seeing a whole bunch of dust going 
up again in smoke, not realizing that that was 
the second tower coming down. 
That's the recollections that I have. 
Q. Anything you want to add? 
A. Basically it was a tragic day for our 


nation and our department, and hopefully 
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something like this never goes on again. 
Q. Okay. Thank you. 
MR. CASTORINA: The time now is 1330 


hours. That concludes the interview. 


